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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

In an Office Action dated February 1 1, 2008, the Examiner rejected pending Claims 38, 
39, 46 and 47. This Amendment and Response comprises the Applicant's reply to the 
aforementioned Office Action. 

In the above-referenced Office Action, the Examiner rejected Claims 38, 39, 46, and 47 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,510,595 to Matsushima et al. 
("Matsushima"). The Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

It is well recognized that claims are anticipated if, and only if, each and every element, as 
set forth in the claim is found in a single prior art reference. Verdegaal Bros, v. Union Oil Co. of 
California . 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987). Furthermore, "[t]he 
identical invention must be shown in as complete detail as is contained in the... claim." 
Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Co., 868 F.2d 1226, 1236, 9 USPQ2d 1913, 1920 (Fed. Cir. 1989). 
See MPEP §2131. 

On page 2 of the above-noted Office Action, the Examiner has annotated Figure 3 of the 
Matsushima patent. With regard to the claim elements, the Examiner appears to be asserting that 
the back of the bottom portion 12 of the fitting concave portion 10 of Matsushima includes a 
"closure bar groove on lower seal member." (Examiner's annotation.) With respect, the 
Applicant notes that this does not appear to be correct. That is, while the bottom portion 12 has a 
back side, and while a "concave-row-supporting portion 5" extends from the back side of the 
bottom portion 12, a closure bar groove is not present in the Matsushima device where indicated 
by the Examiner. 

In support of the Applicant's position, the Applicant notes the following to Examiner's 
attention. First, Claim 38 recites "the lower seal member further comprising a closure bar 
groove . . . wherein said closure bar groove is accessible for interaction with a slider closure 
bar." Similarly, Claim 46 recites "the lower seal member further comprising a closure bar 
groove . . . wherein said closure bar groove is accessible for interaction with the closure bar of 
the slider." Accordingly, both independent Claims 38 and 46 claim a "closure bar groove." 
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Next, the Applicant notes that, considering possible definitions for "groove," from page 
842 of Webster's New Universal Unabridged Dictionary (1996), among its definitions, "groove" 
means "a long, narrow cut or indentation in a surface, as the cut in a board to receive the tongue 
of another board." (See Attachment A.) In addition, the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit 
opined that "[t]he ordinary and accustomed meaning of 'groove, 5 ... is a 'relatively long and 
narrow structure. 5 " Hockerson-Halberstadt Inc. v. Avia Group Intl 222 F.3d 951, 955 (Fed. 
Cir. 2000). Such interpretations of the word "groove" are consistent with the drawings and 
specification of the present application. More particularly, the Examiner's attention is directed to 
the present application, including Figures 3, 5, 6, 9a-9o, and 21, as well as the text of the 
specification. For example, the specification states "[a]t the closing end 38, closure bar 48 fits 
within closure bar groove 32 of lower seal member 14, and serves to confine the mating surface 
22 of lower seal member 14 within the body 50 of slider 16." (See | [0075] of U.S. Pat. App. 
Pub. No. 2004/0187273 corresponding to the present application). 

The cited reference of Matsushima does not disclose a closure bar groove as claimed in 
independent Claims 38 and 46. In addition, the structure that the Examiner identified on page 3 
of the Office Action as the "closure bar on slider" does not interact with a groove structure as 
claimed by the Applicant. 

Finally, the Applicant respectfully notes that Matsushima fails to disclose the limitations 
as recited in Claims 39 and 47. In addition, the Examiner has not indicated where Matsushima 
discloses the recited limitations of these claims. 

Accordingly, for the foregoing reasons, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
withdraw the 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) rejection of independent Claims 38 and 46, as well as dependent 
Claims 39 and 47. 
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Based upon the foregoing, the Applicant believes that all pending claims are in condition 
for allowance and such disposition is respectfully requested. In the event that a telephone 
conversation would further prosecution and/or expedite allowance, the Examiner is invited to 
contact the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SHERIDAN ROSS P.C. 



By: /Mark L. Yaskanin/ 

Mark L. Yaskanin 
Registration No. 45,246 
1560 Broadway, Suite 1200 
Denver, Colorado 80202-5141 
Date: April 10. 2008 (303) 863-9700 
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The dictionary entries are based on the 
Second Edition of The Random House 
Dictionary of the English Language 
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The "A Dictionary of the English Language" section of this book 
(Webster's New Universal Unabridged Dictionary) is based on the second edition of 
The Random House Dictionary of the English Language, 
the. Unabridged Edition, copyright 1993, 1987. 

Copyright 1996 by Random House Value Publishing, Inc. 
All rights reserved under International and Pan-American Copyright Conventions. 

No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or by any means electronic or mechanical including photocopying, recording, 
or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission 

in writing from the publisher. 

This edition published by Barnes & Noble, Inc. 
by arrangement with Random House Value Publishing, Inc. 

1996 Barnes & Noble Books 

ISBN 0-7607-0288-8 

Printed and bound in the United States of America 
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842 



gross 



month in a grody litth shock without lights or running 
water. 2» repulsive; disgusting; nauseating* [expressive 
coinage, periu reflecting gross (in slang sense) and 
JMOUiyJ — gro'dhness, ru 

Groe«nervd»el feroo^nen asi', gro>-, gra/-. greu'*a-X 
n. fomet name of Belgian sheepdog U92£.25; after 
the village in Belgium where it was bred} 

Groete <rj Wr kh»5o'U>; Eng. grSt), n. Gor-hard (Z>u. 
KHfi'miMfc; #it£. gfir/hart)r See Groote, Gerhard. 

%°j f & <glf6 l fa *JP fi/ >» F«Hte (fur'de) (Ferdinand 
Kudo*/ nor* Gro/g). 1892-1972, U,S, composer. 

grog terog), ru X. a mixture of rum and water, often 
flavored with lemon, sugar* and spices and sometimes 
served hot 2. any strong alcoholic drink. 3, fired and 
crushed dev. [1760-70; from Old Grog (alluding to his 
?£2£*& M . FV*ty * e nickname of Edward Vernon Cd. 
1767), British admiral, who in 1740 ordered the alcoholic 
mixture to be served, instead of pure spirits, to sailors.] 
grog'ger (grog'er* gro'ger), nu grager. 
grog;ger-y (grog's rt>n, t pi. -geHes* a slightly dis- 
reputable barroom. [ldlo-2&7 Amen; Cftoo -f W] 
gTOg'gy (gn>g'6)» o4/., -gl-er. -tftest, 1. staggering, as 
xrom exhaustion or blows: a boxer groggy from his oppo- 
nent * herd left jab, & dazed and weakened, as from 



-Syn. 2. sluggish, lethargic; woozy, dopey, 
gro&rani (grog'rpm), n. a coarse fabric of silk, of auk 
and mohair or wool, or of wool, formerly in use, (1555- 
65; < MF groe grain. See qrosgrainJ 

grog-shop (grog^shopO» *u Brit a saloon or barroom* 
esp, a cheap one. (1765-75; &ROG + shop] 



Groote (Duu KH&S'te; £ng, gr5t), n. Ger»hanJ <Du. 
KHa'KaBtJ JEng. gar^hart), {Qerardus Magnus), 1540-81 
Dutch religious reformer, educator* and author? founder 
of tie order of Brethren of the Common life. Also 
Groot, Groete. 

grO&Vft (grSSv), ru r grooved, eroov-Ing. — n. 1- a 
long, narrow cut or indentation in a surface, as the cut in 
a board to receive the tongue of another board (tongue- 
and-groove joint), a furrow, or a natural indentation on 
en organism. SL the track or channel of a phonograph 
record for the needle or stylus, 3. a fixed routine: to get 
into a groove. 4* Print the furrow at the bottom of a 
piece of type. See diag» under type, 5. Slang, an enjoy- 
able time or experience, 6. in the groove. Slang* a. in 
perfect functioning order, b. in the popular fashion; up- 
to-date. «"Htt.fc X to cut a groove inj furrow* 8* Slang, 
a. to appreciate and enjoy, b. to please immensely* 
—v*i 9* Slang, a. to take great pleasurej enjoy onesetn 
He was grooving on the music, b. to get along or interact 
welt IO* to fix in a groove- [1350-1400; uWgrofe, groof 
mining shaft* c* MB groeuA B grcef, C? Grube pit, ditch: 
akin to crave 1 ] —groove' less, adj, • — groove/ilkey, 
ee& — sroov'er, n. 
— Syn. 3. rut, habit* pattern. 

grooved (groovd), u. 1, pL and pp. of groove. —adj> 
2, provided with s groove, [1755-30; groove + ~ed s ] 

grooved' f rICailve, J>honet a iricative, as (e), m 
which air is channeled through a groove along the center 
of the tongue. Also, eroove' f rie'atlvev Off slit f rtea- 
tlve. 

#r00V*y (groo've), cd/., groovf-er, groovi-est. 1, 

Slang, highly stimulating or attractive? excellent' groovy 
music; a groovy car. 2. inclined to follow a fixed routine. 
[1650-55; GROOVE + -y*] 



